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From Pastor Shawn

We moved recently and I completely underestimated the impact it would have on nearly
every aspect of my life. Getting the girls up, ready, and out of the house each morning is
almost impossible. Finding matching socks (or socks at all!) hasn’t happened in 11 days.
And 3-4 hours of sleep on a mattress on the floor in the middle of boxes now constitutes as a
“good nights sleep.” But none of that compares to the real struggle of moving. Prepare
yourself for the horror. We no longer have a DVR.

Seriously, I’m three weeks behind on The Walking Dead, and I’ve been reduced to watching
the Bills games on an 11” TV connected to an antennae in my garage. The struggle is real.
But there has been one saving grace. On the same television that has brought me the
shallow and disappointing performance of the Bills, I caught a show running on reruns I
never would have seen otherwise at 1:30 in the morning the other night. It’s called “One Day
At A Time,” and I might be the newest fan. And I’ll give you three reasons why:
1. It’s from the 80s, and those were the days.
2. It actually resembles real life, unlike virtually every sitcom on TV these days (think
about it).
3. But mostly, because of an episode I saw that gave me hope.
I’ll unpack that last one.
“One Day At A Time” is about a single mother raising her two teenage girls in an apartment
building where she befriends the building’s super, Schneider. At some point a young boy,
named Alex, moves in with the family and becomes just as connected to Schneider. Until,
that is, he burns the super’s camper to the ground after trying a cigarette inside. Reluctantly
he confesses, and the adults in the show lose it. Schneider tells the kid he never wants to see
him again. Alex is crushed. Full disclosure: So was I.
Later, however,
Schneider returns to let the boy know the new terms of their relationship. They are no
longer friends. They will no longer speak to each other for a period of time lasting no shorter
than two years. But even as he talks you can see the reality of his words sinking in, and he
begins to relent. Two years becomes one becomes six months becomes three becomes dinner
that night. And the whole thing happens unlike Modern Family or Blackish with a punch
line so you feel good, but in a raw and uncomfortable way that somehow still feels resolved
and …right.
A few weeks ago we heard together in church that “…all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God” (Romans 3). We don’t need a DVR or an antennae to watch people fall apart,
because daily we watch our relationships with God, with each other, and with creation
suffer. We sin against God. We do not love our neighbors as ourselves. We do not love
ourselves. And the punishment for that disobedience and sin is that we no longer get to be in
right relationship with God or any one else.
At least it’s supposed to be. That is, if God were willing to let us get the punishment we
deserve. But God is not. We also heard from Romans 3 that “now all are justified by God’s
grace as a gift.” And Romans 5 says that God has given us the message and the ministry of
that reconciliation for the sake of the world.
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We may watch our world fall apart daily—on our televisions or in our lives, but we were not
created for that isolation and conflict. We were created for harmony, relationship and peace.
And God will see that through. Schneider couldn’t imagine not speaking to Alex who had
become like a child to him for any amount of time; no matter how mad or disappointed he
was. And God will not consider a world where God is not in relationship with us; whether we
deserve it and no matter what we have done or will do. Through Christ, God makes things
right with us and calls us to do the same with each other, “one day at a time.”
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Worship Notes
Sunday, November 1
All Saints Worship, 8am & 10:30am
We remember the faithfully departed
with special worship.
The 10:30am worship service will
Include brass music.
Sunday, November 22
Christ the King Sunday, 8am & 10:30am
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Wednesday, December 2, 9, 16 & 23
Community Worship and Lunch, 11am
Evening Prayer, 7pm
Sunday, December 6
Second Sunday of Advent
Worship at 8am & 10:30am*
Preschool Christmas Program at 10:30am
Sunday, December 13
Third Sunday of Advent
Worship at 8am & 10:30am

Sunday, November 22
Community Thanksgiving Service, 7pm
We join with our community to give thanks for all
our blessings at the Arcade United Church of
Christ (by the Elementary School). An offering of
canned food or money will be collected for the
local pantry.

Sunday, December 20
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Worship at 8am & 10:30am*
Sunday School Christmas Pageant at 10:30am

Sunday, November 29
First Sunday of Advent
Worship at 8am & 10:30am

6:30pm 10:00pm
Both services will be candlelit.

Christmas Eve Worship
Thursday, December 24

Sunday, December 27
Lessons and Carols Worship
ONE Service at 9:30am

We pray for:
Barbara Fehringer,
Matthew Nourse,
Carmon Becker,
Kirk Crandall,
Roger Day,
Brennon McCormick,
Mary Maines,
Bill Strobele,
R.D. Knight,
Sharlie Mullin,

Hyland Day,
Anita McCaffrey,
Don Day,
Curt Emery,
Dennis Rung,
Laura Bley,
Isabelle Wagner,
Dan Lee,
Bob Brahaney,
Michael McGuinness,
Patti Zeller,
Gary Antonio,

Irene Gick,
Irv Dell,
Eileen Deahn,
Kevin Jones,
Abbie Aldrich,
Gary Beiersdorf,
Peggy Place,
Lou Germann,
Myrtle Rammacher,
Kate Weir,
Bradley Lons,
Mary Angela,

Linda Lavine,
Jeanne Schuler,
Barb Macholz,
Greg Brandt,
MaryAnn Metzger,
Dorothy Barber and
John Weikart-Pat
Lindberg’s grandson
who is in the Army in
Korea and has a foot
injury.

We pray for all those who are struggling with drug and alcohol addictions and we
also pray for the victims of all forms of abuse. We continue to keep our Servicemen
and women who are serving at home and overseas in our prayers.
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Thanks Be To God for you!
Summer 2014
Paul Blackwell & Pastor Bob Zimmerman, for all their help with the HS
Baccalaureate in June.
Chris LiPuma & Tracey Wood, for being adult leaders at the ELCA Youth Gathering
in Detroit
Pastor Doug Spencer, for sharing the word with us by preaching this summer.
& All the volunteers who made VBS a reality for the youth of our church and
community.

October 2014
Justin Tillow, for donating appliances for Brother’s Keeper’s project at LCLC.
Paul Fehringer, for going above and beyond to get our building ready for the quilt
show.
Hope’s Quilting Group and Hospitality Team, for all their hard work preparing and
carrying out the quilt show.

Financial Update—2015 3rd Quarter
July 2015 Weekly Giving: $2,511.25
July 2014 Weekly Giving: $2,113.56

August 2015 Weekly Giving: $2,497.55
August 2014 Weekly Giving: $2,322.80

September 2015 Weekly Giving: $2,497.73
September 2014 Weekly Giving: $2,213.36
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Opportunities to Give/Serve
Pub With a Purpose
Thank you to all who attended this year’s Pub with a Purpose. Through your participation we
were able to raise over $7,000 for Lutheran Charities of WNY and the Agencies they serve.

HOPE’S QUILT SHOW: We sincerely thank all of the many people who helped out in so many
different ways to make the Quilt Show so successful. As of this date, the amount raised is
$4,287.81 profit. THANKS!!

Pantry
November and December are very busy months for both (Arcade and Delevan)
of our local pantries. Unfortunately, many families’ tables will not be lavishly
set this holiday season. But we can help. Here are three things you can do this
Thanksgiving and Christmas to help those in need.
Give food to the pantries. Simply bring your donation to church,
place it in the shopping cart, and we’ll make sure it gets where it
needs to go!
Donate money to the pantries. Did you realize that both of our pantries buy most of
the food they give away? That money comes from the generosity of others. To give to
the pantries simply identify your gift is for the pantry in the offering plate, and again,
we will make sure 100% of it helps feed people in our area.
Give your time. Both of our pantries help feed hundreds of families a month,
and that help is handed out entirely by volunteers. Maybe God is calling
you to be one of them today? On Thursday, November 19 you can help prepare Thanksgiving Dinners at the Delevan Pantry, or contact PS for more
information on when the pantries need help the most.

Turkey Drive
The Outreach committee is collecting Turkey Donation (10-12#) or money ($20) to
purchase a turkey for our local community. Our goal is to collect 25 turkeys as a
congregation and you can track our progress with the turkey in the parish hall.
Please have any donations to church by Sunday, November 15 th to be distributed
on November 20th.

Giving Tree
Keep watching for the 2015 Giving Tree in the parish hall. Once it is up,
please find a tag. Each one has been filled out by an adult in one of SASi’s
local houses. Help make that person’s holiday extra special by providing
them a Christmas gift this season. Once your gifts are wrapped, simply
bring them back to church and place them under the same tree.
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From Intern
Arin!
I would like to start by saying how amazing these past two months have been! The
time has really flown by and a lot of that has to do with the congregation. You have all made
this transition for me so easy and have all welcomed me so warmly that I cannot express
how grateful I am for that. In my time so far, I've begun to get a feel for the church and what
Hope is all about. I've been able to experience the Quilt Show, which absolutely blew me
away with not only the fellowship that came out of it but also the amazing quilts that were
shown, I was able to be a part of Pub with a Purpose, which was a lot of fun to be able to
work with some of the pastors of Buffalo but it also showed me the amazing fellowship once
again that comes out of the church, I've been able to go to the youth nights, help out with
Confirmation classes, and also teaching the 3rd graders with Pastor Shawn about the Bible,
hanging out with the kids has been a ton of fun to see where they see God in their lives but
also to see how Hope has influenced them.
Throughout all of this, I have also been able to experience some pastory things which
have included a funeral, some visits to members of the congregation that cannot make it to
church, and also taking part in the worship services as Congregational Deacon. All of these
experiences are definitely helping me to see where God is calling me to after the year here at
Hope.
These new experiences are helping me each day to help me decide if seminary is the
next step. Thankfully, in the next few weeks I will be able to take another step towards that
decision in visiting two seminaries that I am interested in. I am going to visit the seminaries
at both Gettysburg and Philadelphia and I cannot wait to see what these trips have in store
for me!
Thankfully, I still have time to decide what the next step is and I'm truly blessed that
I get to spend that time here with all of you. I really have enjoyed the time I've had here so
far and cannot wait to see what the next few months have in store!

-Arin
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Red Cross Blood Drive
The next Blood Drives will take place on Tuesday, November 17 and Thursday,
December 10 from 11:30-5:30pm.

Care Givers Support Group
The Care Givers Support Group will meet on Thursday December 3rd at 6:30 .

Committee Coffee House
The next Committee Coffee House will take place on Wednesday, December 16 @
6:30pm prior to the evening Advent Service. In addition to regular meeting work,
we will also be tying up loose ends from the year.

Church Council
Church Council will meet on the Second Tuesday of December (12/8) at 6:30pm. If
you have anything you’d like Church Council to be aware of or discuss, please let PS or Bob
Vossler know.

Wednesdays in Advent
Wednesdays are jammed packed in Advent with opportunities to worship, come together for fellowship, and serve our neighbor. Each week during Advent (December 2, 9, 16 & 23) we will
gather for worship at 11am with our entire community. Lunch will immediately follow at no
cost. At 5:30pm our youth will take over church as they begin to prepare for their Christmas
Pageant (set for 12/20). At 7pm we will gather for worship yet again with Evening Prayers.

Advent/Christmas Decorating
Stick around after church on Sunday, November 22nd for an afternoon of bringing in the Advent season by decorating the sanctuary and church. Many hands are needed to transform our
building and grounds. Thank you for your help making this happen!

Nativity Scenes
As we center our hearts on God’s son and remember the reason for the
season, we invite you to bring any old Nativity Scenes you may have
lying around to church. We hope to surround ourselves with the
Christmas story as Christ is born again in our hearts. Write you name
on your set and pick it up after the Christmas season, or leave it at
church with our growing collection.
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Celebration Sunday & Annual Meeting
On Sunday, November 8, we will pause as a congregation to give thanks for God’s activity
among us in this past year, as well as look ahead to the next. Many of you have been hard at
work making Hope a happening place where God’s grace is available and God’s presence is real. It is important for us to stop and acknowledge his work through your hands. We also
know that we cannot know where we are going unless we look ahead. This is an invaluable
time as a congregation to come together to reflect on our life as a church.
Please bring a dish to share for the event and a thankful heart. We will gather immediately following the 10:30am service.

McCLOSKEY Scholarship:
Application forms are available in the Church office for the Martha McCloskey Scholarship.
You may apply to receive this scholarship if you are attending college and have not already
received this assistance in the past.

Community Thanksgiving Service:
There will be a community Thanksgiving Service on Sunday, November 22 at the United
Church of Christ in Arcade at 7:00pm. An offering of food and monetary donations for the food
pantry will be received.

Preschool Tuition Assistance
Hope’s preschool is poised to have another great
year. Not only did we fill our class in record time
over the summer, but we exceeded our class size
limit and were able to add another teacher for a
class of 24 students. In an effort to make sure
every family and child that would like to attend
Hope is able, we offer financial assistance on a
need basis. This, however, dips into our operating
costs. To help offset the cost, please consider
making a donation to our tuition assistance program today.
We’re off to a great start for our 2015-16 school year! Our new groups of students (& parents)
seem to have adjusted well & we are enjoying getting to know everyone.
THANK YOU to everyone who supported our basket raffle during the quilt show. We raised
$900 for the program!
We enjoyed a visit on Oct. 26th from Miss Bev from Catt County Public Health –who talked to
us about the importance of handwashing. And on Oct. 31st the Arcade Fire Dept. visited with
a truck and the ambulance.
We have our annual Stone Soup lunch coming up on Nov. 18th & look forward to performing
for you at our Christmas program on Dec. 6th during the 10:30 worship service.
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From Mr.
Chris
Greetings Hope! Sorry if I sound a little enthusiastic but we are entering my favorite
season of the church, Advent!
Advent is the season where I kind of feel bad for my friends who don't participate in
church. Christmas is a very exciting time for everyone but I feel like something would be
missing without church counting down the days until sweet baby Jesus is born.
I know there are some of you reading this and thinking to yourself its only November!
we have to survive Thanksgiving with the family before we can even think ahead to Christmas. I have no problem containing my excitement for Christmas because Thanksgiving is
also my favorite time of the year! I thought I knew what Thanksgiving and the season of
Christmas was all about, that's until I asked my friend Matt what his plans for the holidays
were. You see lets rewind to a time where I was 17, had long hair and had a poor attempt of
a mustache. Matt and I were sitting at lunch and it was the day before Thanksgiving. I just
had finished giving him the long list of all the traditions my family and I do for the holidays
so I asked what he was up to. Matt really didn't say much and me being me I kind of had to
pull it out of him. Finally he said for thanksgiving he doesn't do much, he himself goes to
the store and buys an entire thanksgiving meal and brings it to a less fortunate persons
home and feeds that family for the holiday. Boy did I go silent, here I just finished telling
him how I stuff food into food and eat so much that I feel like I am in a coma and he drops
that on me. I asked him why? why would someone decide to do that, and how do you choose
what family? He continued to explain to me that when he was a young boy he and his family did not have much. When the time came talking about the holidays in school he would
shy away from it, because he knew that there was no feast being prepared for him that
day. He told me that one thanksgiving day there was a knock on the door, he opened the
door to find everything needed for a thanksgiving feast on his porch. Was this a mistake?
who left it here? There was a note on the bag and it said Happy Holidays and God
bless. Matt told me that was the greatest gift he had ever received and the feeling he had
seeing that meal on his porch caused this tough kid to cry. Matt continued to tell me that's
why every year I decide to make a feast for an unfortunate family, because I know how that
meant everything to me. Bam! I sunk in my chair like I didn’t know what hit me. This was
what this whole season was about, and Matt wasn’t a church going person but he was able to
teach me a lesson that day.
So my prayer for us as we transcend into the holiday season is to live into our traditions but to seek out the people that need our help. Matts life was changed that day because
of the kind gesture of another, who knows what small or large action you take from the goodness of your heart can do.
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Got An Idea or Two for the Youth? Talk to Chris.
Our new Youth Director, Chris LiPuma, cannot wait to meet you and talk to you about ideas
for the youth group here at Hope. Please make every effort to introduce yourself to Chris
when you see him, and let him know what you envision for the youth at Hope.
Youth Group
Hope’s youth will meet on Tuesdays, November 10 & 24. On the 24 we will gather for a formal
Thanksgiving Dinner as a youth group. We have an awesome group, an awesome God, and an
awesome church. This November we are going to stop and say thank you for all those blessings.

Hope’s Youth Group gathered twice in October for fellowship and fun!
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Adult Advent Study: This year’s Advent Study is “Angels”. The study will begin on Sunday,
November 29th 9:30-10:15am.

Confirmation
The next confirmation class will take place on Wednesday, November 18 at 7pm to discuss the
gospel of John. Please encourage your confirmand to keep up on their Sunday School attendance and Sermon Notes.

3rd Graders: Walk Through the Bible!
Congrats to all who attended the Walk Through The Bible Courses and completed their (albeit,
quite informal) Bible Scholarship Program, especially Cora Fleischman, Garrett Milks, and
Ethan Hoffman.

A Look Ahead:
Hey 5th Graders! Don’t forget that this January you will be spending your Sunday Morning Education time with Pastor Shawn as you learn all about the church year. You don’t want to miss
it

Christmas Pageant!
This year’s Christmas Pageant is entitled Merry ChristMess! It is a great pageant that is sure to captivate the
worshiper as the story of Christ’s birth is brought to life.
This year’s pageant will take place during the 10:30am
worship service on Sunday, December 20.

Practices:
To prepare for the pageant our youth will gather for practices on the three Wednesday nights
prior. Those dates are December 2, 9, & 16. We will meet for pizza at 5:30pm and practice at
6pm. Our littlest youth (ages 3-2nd grades) only need plan on attending the practice on December 16, unless they’d like to attend more. We are always looking for parent volunteers to help
coordinate kids and keep our practices running smoothly.
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Hope’s Quilt Show from 10/2-4 was a huge success and raised over $4,000.
Thanks to all who came out to serve or enjoy the quilts.
On Sunday, November 1 we gathered to remember the great cloud of witnesses that surrounds us, especially those who have died in the past year.

Brother’s Keeper, InC.,
(JR!) was at it again
helping the Schulers
at their cottage on Java Lake. A huge
thanks to the Bley
brothers for their
hard work.
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Julie Tingue is serving up some delicious goodies at coffee hour this fall.
Coffee Hour takes place weekly between services and with refreshments
being served around 10am.

Pub with a Purpose on Monday, October 5 raised
over $5,000 for Lutheran Charities of WNY and
was extremely well attended yet again. Thanks to
all who came out, especially those folks from the
Pioneer area who made the long drive.
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Advent & Christmas
at a Glance
Advent Worship Services
Wednesdays, December 2, 9, 16 & 23
11:00am Community Worship and Shared Lunch
7:00pm Evening Prayer

Preschool Christmas Program
& Visit from Jim the Baptist
Sunday, December 6, 10:30am

Sunday School Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 20, 10:30am

Christmas Eve Worship
Thursday, December 24, 6:30pm* & 10:00pm
Both services will be candlelit services and highlight special music
*the 6:30pm service will include a special message for children.

Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 27, 9:30
ONE Service
Nativity Scenes
As we center our hearts on God’s son and remember the reason for the season, we invite you to bring any
old Nativity Scenes you may have lying around to church. We hope to surround ourselves with the
Christmas story as Christ is born again in our hearts. Write you name on your set and pick it up after the
Christmas season, or leave it at church with our growing collection.
Christmas Flowers
Christmas flowers can be ordered anytime as we approach the Christmas season. Poinsettias are available
in various colors and sizes. Order forms will be in the bulletin or can be picked up on the shelf.
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Anniversaries

November

December

November

5—Geoff Milks

5—Lauren Pleace

1—Gordon &

5– Erin George

7—Irv Dell

Sandi Bennett

6—Kerianne Alpin

7—Dakota Gates

25—Jerry & Jeanne Schuler

7– Ashley Bliss

8—Dakota Cockle

December

7—Emily Prior

11—Jen Sanders

2—Pete & Kim Boldt

7—Angie Tavernier

13—Sean Hager

12—John & Gayla Kossow

8—Barb Fehringer

14—Nick Petri

17—Dick & Carol Schasel

8– Ethan Wendig

19—Helena Blackwell

9—Reese Bartz

21—Peter Boldt

9– Diana Hoffman

23—Marsha North

9- Myrtle Rammacher

24—Al Boldt

11—Joanne Offers

27—Monica Metzger

12—Joe Strobele

27—Kevin North

12—Bailey Tingue

27—Dennis Sanders

15—Karen Prior

30– Nolan Schwab

18—Kathy Zielonka

31—Sydney Schrock

19—Tim Sonner, Jr.
21– Brianna Cordz
22—Perry Hannon

24—James Kittleson
24—Gary Rung
26—Marisa Sanders
27—Cole Pleace
28—Carter Gates
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In everything there is hope.
2 East Main Street
Arcade, New York
14009-1335
Address Service Requested
This newsletter was prepared especially for:

