
                 From Pastor Shawn 

Picking a Christmas pageant is 

always a fun task.  By September the 

church publishing houses start 

sending their catalogs full of 

promising examples.  The education 

committee and I pour through each in 

an attempt to find the perfect play, 

and this year, I do declare, we found 

it! 
  

Faith Drama is a specifically 

Lutheran publisher of plays for every 

occasion.  They pride themselves on 

plays that are theologically sound and 

accessible enough for even the most 

amateur of actors (not that our kids 

fit that bill-they rock!).  But the best 

part of Faith Drama, if you ask me, is 

that they are willing to think outside 

the box.  So when we went looking 

through some of their material we 

were encountered by pageants that 

had flare and prospect like few 

others. 
  

Faith Drama has Christmas pageants 

that spoof American Westerns. They 

have a pageant that takes place 

aboard Captain Kirk’s Enterprise.  

They even have a pirate themed 

Christmas play.  How great is that?  

Now I know that you are all dying to 

know which we choose, and I won’t 

keep you in suspense.   
 

Drum roll, please.  
 

This year’s Christmas pageant is 

titled, “The Children of Bethlehem.”  

You heard me right. This year’s play 

is called “the Children of Bethlehem,” 

and, just like it sounds, it takes place 

in Bethlehem… not in some 

spaceship light-years away or 

American west.  The backdrop to 

this story is really pretty simple.   
 

And that’s the beauty of it.   
 

Christmas may be the most over-

commercialized, over-popularized, 

and over-dramatized holiday on the 

planet.  In the midst of such 

excessiveness, sometimes it is nice 

to get back to the basics.  A child is 

born in Bethlehem.   
 

I hope we can all take a page from 

our education committee and follow 

their example. These next two 

months are going to bombard us 

with temptations to go nuts.  To 

spend more than we can afford and 

eat more than we should.  But what 

if we get back to the basics and keep 

things simple.   
 

So may we remember it’s not the 

feast that makes thanksgiving 

special, it’s God’s blessings.  May 

we remember it’s not the amount 

we spend on our families or 

“save” on Black Friday that 

makes Christmas, it’s God’s 

presence.  May we remember it’s 

not the production that makes 

Christmas Pageants special, it’s 

the story.   
 

A child is born in Bethlehem.  It’s 

as simple as that. 
 

Hopeful, 
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We continue to keep our Servicemen and women who are serving 

at home and overseas in our prayers, Sean Babbitt, Jason 

Hopkins, Dylan Smoot, and Jon Winfield,  We continue to 

remember Andy Deahn in our prayers; Andy is no longer in the 

military service, however he will be working as a civilian in 

Afghanistan. 

 

We pray for all the people struggling with drug and alcohol addictions, the victims of all forms 

or abuse, the poor in wealth and spirit and all those who suffer at the hands of injustice. 

 

We pray for all our Synod, Local, State and National leaders and all those elected into office. 

Sunday Morning Worship 

at 8:00am & 10:30am 

Connie Madison,   

Barbara Fehringer,  

Walter Wesche,    

Darlene Armstrong,  

Matthew Nourse,  

Lois Smith,  

Kimberly Cordz, 

Nichole,   

Anita McCaffery,  

Peggy Cordz-Brown,  

Ardean Day,  

Ervin Niles,  

Shelli, 

Donna Redden,  

Carmon Becker,  

Lisa, 

Kirk Crandall,  

Hyland Day,  

Melissa Ackerman,  

Roger Day,   

Emily Richards,  

Sharlie Mullin,  

Brenda Schmidt,  

Brennon McCormick, 

Melanie Cole,  

Betty Babbitt,  

Virginia Fritz,  

Charlene Burfield/Gross,  

Pam Lane,  

Diana Hoffman,  

Bill Hannon,  

Jessie Aldrich, 

Catriona, 

Drew Davis, 

and Bob Zimmerman. 

Wednesday Advent Worship 

December 6, 13, & 20 

11:00am: Community Worship 

and Lunch 

7:00pm: Evening Prayer 

 

Sunday, November 3 

All Saints Sunday 

Special Music at 10:30am 

 

Sunday, November 10 

Celebration Sunday 

Welcome New Members 

 

Sunday, November 24 

Christ the King Sunday 

Advent Decorating at 11:30am 

Sunday, December 1 

First Sunday in Advent 

Madelyn, Anna, & Grace  

Tavernier Baptism (10:30am) 

 

Sunday, December 8 

Second Sunday in Advent 

Liam Maul Baptism (10:30am) 

 

Sunday, December 15 

Third Sunday in Advent 

Preschool Christmas Program 

(10:30am) 

 

Sunday, December 22 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Sunday School Christmas 

Pageant (10:30am) 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 

6:30pm* & 10:00pm 

Candlelight Worship 

*6:30pm will include a special 

age for children 

 

Sunday, December 29 

Lessons and Carols 

One Service at 9:30am 
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 From Jim Vitale 

Youth Director 
 

Merry Christmas!....in October? 

 

 I wandered into the local Dollar General before Halloween in search of a pair of plastic 

vampire teeth to adorn a small pumpkin I planned to carve. Unfortunately, I didn’t find any 

plastic teeth (I mean, come on! What self respecting dollar store doesn’t sell plastic vampire 

teeth!?). Anyway, what I did see was a wall of Christmas decorations. Flabbergasted, I 

walked out of the Dollar General muttering to myself about timing and the complete lack of 

regard for both the Halloween and Thanksgiving seasons. 

 Now I admit that I get more upset about these things than I should, but what really 

bothers me is that we completely skip the Advent season. Now as Lutherans, you are 

probably all familiar with Advent. But how many of us actually observe it? How many of us 

actually take advantage of it? Typically, the day after Thanksgiving we fire up the Holliday 

music, start baking cookies and count down the days until we can finally tear into our 

presents and spend all day in our pajamas. Then, on December 26th, we sink into Christmas 

depression as we take down the tree and prepare for a long winter ahead (oh yeah then 

there’s that New Year’s thing where we make promises we never keep, but that’s a subject for 

another time). We jump from Thanksgiving to Christmas and miss Advent altogether. 

 We all know what it is like to wait. We do it all the time. We wait for dinner to come at 

restaurants. We wait for text messages to send. We wait for email responses. At Christmas 

time, we wait for the day when we can finally open our presents. Well, Advent is a season of 

waiting. It is a time for us to prepare ourselves for the coming Christmas, for the time when 

Christ will be born into the world.  

 Preparation is important. Just as we have all waited, we have all had to prepare, too. 

Ever forgot to prepare for a test? You have to prepare for a sports game by practicing. And 

you have to prepare your food, too. Otherwise you would be eating raw chicken for dinner. 

Gross. Well, just the same, we have to prepare for Christmas because ultimately, it isn’t 

about the gifts. It is about Jesus coming to the world to redeem us, to save us from our sins, 

to show us the love of God and draw us closer to Him. Now you could just jump right into that 

season, but ultimately it is so much better if you spend some time preparing your heart for 

the upcoming celebration. 

 So this Advent, take the time to be in Advent. Don’t spend all your time wishing it were 

Christmas. Take the time to examine your heart and see what needs work. Take time to 

thank God for the many blessings of this life. And take time to get to know Him more. That 

way, when Christmas roles around it will be so much more fulfilling because it will be a 

celebration of the God who loved you so much that he sent his only son that you may not 

perish, but have eternal life! 

 

So, have a merry Christmas, but before that, have a 

purposeful and powerful Advent. 

 

The peace of Christ be with all of you! 

 

Jim 
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Opportunities to Give 
 

Coats 
Clean out your closet and help a neighbor in need all at once.  Join us in 

donating gently used coats that will be collected and distributed to those 

who need them most in Wyoming County.  The coat box is located near the 

piano in the parish hall, but hurry fast, winter is setting in and we hope to 

get these coats to the cold soon. 
 

 

Pantry 
November and December are very busy months for both (Arcade and Delevan) of our local 

pantries.  Unfortunately, many families’ tables will not be lavishly set this holiday season.  

But we can help.  Here are three things you can do this Thanksgiving and Christmas to help 

those in need. 

Give food to the pantries.  Simply bring your donation to church, place it in the 

shopping cart, and we’ll make sure it gets where it needs to go! 

Donate money to the pantries.  Did you realize that both of our pantries buy most of 

the food they give away? That money comes from the generosity of others.  To give to 

the pantries simply identify your gift is for the pantry in the offering plate, and 

again, we will make sure 100% of it helps feed people in our area.   

Give your time.  Both of our pantries help feed hundreds of families a month, and that 

help is handed out entirely by volunteers.  Maybe God is calling you to be one of 

them today?  On Thursday, November 21 you can help prepare Thanksgiving 

Dinners at the Delevan Pantry, or contact PS for more information on when the 

pantries need help the most. 
 

 

Christmas Tree 
Keep watching for the 2013 Giving Tree to be erected in the parish hall.  Once it is 

please find a tag.  Each one has been filled out by an adult in one of SASi’s local 

houses.  Help make that person’s holiday extra special by providing them a 

Christmas gift this season.  Once your gifts are wrapped, simply bring them back to 

church and place them under the same tree.   

 

 

Advent Giving 
This year’s Wednesday advent donations will support our mission 

giving to the greater church.  Thanks to our gifts missionaries are 

supported around the world as Disaster Response continues to 

supply help for those affected by Sandy.  Through our gifts God is 

feeding the hungry, clothing the cold, and caring for the lonely.   
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Service 
Our council thanks the following people  

for going above and beyond in the last months. 
 

Thanks Be To God for you! 
September 2013 

 Gary Rung, Worship Leadership 

 Jerry Schuler, Worship Leadership 

 Pam and Chuck Bradford, Camping 

 Kara Boldt, Alphabet in Preschool 

 

October 2013 

 Quilt Show Volunteers 

 

Quilt Show Update! 

Thanks to the many hands that stitched the fabrics, made the crafts, and 

served the chicken and biscuits this year’s quilt show was able to raise a 

record $4,100!  This money definitely didn’t grow on trees. It came from 

God through the hard work of a few and generosity of many.  Thank you 

to everyone who made the weekend so beautiful and special.  

GIVING 

QUARTERLY FINANCIAL UPDATE: 
 

July 2013 Weekly Giving: $2,140.15 
July 2012 Weekly Giving: $1,975.58 

 

August 2013 Weekly Giving: $1,872.51 
August 2012 Weekly Giving: $2,627.50 

 

September 2013 Weekly Giving: $2,522.85 
September 2012 Weekly Giving: $2,292.68 

 

**Missional Operating Costs: $2,500/week 
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Confirmation 
The next confirmation class will take place on Wednesday, November 6 from 7-8pm.  We will 

be looking at the Apostles’ Creed and writing our own statements of belief.  This marks the 

half way point in our confirmation year (5/10 classes).  Remember to turn in your missed class 

assignments if you have missed and that each of you needs 12 sermon notes by next May.  

Contact PS with questions. 

 

Confirmation Winter Retreat 
From Friday, December 27-Sunday, December 29 our 7th through 9th grade youth are headed 

to Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center for a weekend of winter camp. They will join 

confirmation youth from St. John, Williamsville and Nativity, East Aurora for the event.  

LCLC Summer staffers (Charlie Kenline, Chris Lipuma, Katie Brestead, and Mary Brestead) 

will be coming back for the weekend as Pastors Shawn, Scott Hannon, and Tim Freed lead 

the event.  The cost is $50, and we will travel to and from camp as a group.   Contact PS as 

soon as possible with conflicts and to receive the make-up assignment. 

 

A Look Ahead: 
Hey 5th Graders! Don’t forget that this January you will be spending your Sunday Morning 

Education time with Pastor Shawn as you learn all about the church year.  You don’t want to 

miss it! 

 

Christmas Pageant! 
This year’s Christmas Pageant is called The Children of Bethlehem.  

It is a great pageant that is sure to captivate worshiper as the story 

of Christ’s birth is brought to life.  This year’s pageant will take 

place during the 10:30am worship service on Sunday, December 22.   

 

Practices: 
To prepare for the pageant our youth will gather for practices on 

the three Wednesday nights prior.  Those dates are December 4, 11, 

& 18.  We will meet for pizza at 5:30pm and practice at 6pm.  All 

youth who want speaking parts are required to attend at least 2 of 

the 3 practices.  Our littlest youth (ages 3-2nd grades) only need plan on attending the practice 

on December 18, unless they’d like to attend more.  We are always looking for parent 

volunteers to help coordinate kids and keep our practices running smoothly.   
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Apple Pies 
Attention all 7-12 grade youth.  Join Mr. Jerry Schuler on Saturday, November 2 for a 

morning of baking fun as we make dozen of apple pies for the enjoyment of our congregation.  

The pies are our first official fundraiser for our 2015 trip to Detroit.  Contact Jim or Mr. 

Schuler for more information. 

 

Youth Group 
On Sunday, November 10 while our congregation comes together for an annual meeting, our 

youth will gather for an afternoon of fun and games in the youth room.  Invite a friend and 

see you there! 

 

Christmas Party 
On Sunday, December 8 immediately following the 10:30am worship service our youth will 

gather for a Christmas party in the parish hall.  We will be decorating ginger bread houses, 

so please bring a bag of candy to share, and we will be play loads of holiday games.   
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Announcements 
Red Cross Blood Drive 
The next Blood Drive will be held at Hope on Tuesday, November 19 from 11:30-

5:30pm at Hope. 
 

Care Givers Support Group 
The next Care Givers Support Group will meet on Thursday, November 21 at 6:30pm at Hope. 
 

Community Thanksgiving Service 
We come together as a community on Sunday, November 24 at 7:00pm to give thanks for all the 

ways God has blessed us.  The community thanksgiving will be led by both pastors and lay 

people from numerous churches in our area.  The worship will take place at the Arcade United 

Church of Christ.  You don’t want to miss this opportunity to gear up for a busy holiday season 

by stopping to give thanks.   
 

Committee Coffee House 
Our final Committee Coffee House for 2013 will take place on Wednesday, December 18 at 

6:30pm.  We will gather before the Advent worship service to tie up loose ends for the 2013 

ministry year as well as prep for the transition of leadership taking place on January 1.  
 

Advent/Christmas Decorating 
Stick around after church on Sunday, November 24th for an afternoon of bringing in the Advent 

season by decorating the sanctuary and church.  Many hands are needed to transform our 

building and grounds.  Thank you for your help making this happen!  
 

 

Church Council 
Our church council will meet at 6pm on Wednesday, November 6.  Please note the early meeting 

time to account for confirmation. 
 

Celebration Sunday & Annual Meeting 
On Sunday, November 10, we will pause as a congregation to give thanks for God’s activity 

among us in this past year, as well as look ahead to the next.  Many of you have been hard at 

work making Hope a happening place where God’s grace is available and God’s presence is real.  

It is important for us to stop and acknowledge his work through your hands.  We also know 

that we cannot know where we are going unless we look ahead.  This is an invaluable time as a 

congregation to come together to reflect on our life as a church.  

 

Teddy  Bear Project 
Do you know someone who is struggling? Please feel free to take a bear to share our love and 

concern with them.  When you take one, please contact Pam Bradford (716) 353-5909 or the 

church office, so that we can keep of record of where they go. 
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Advent & Christmas  
at a Glance 

 

Advent Worship Services 
Wednesdays, December 4, 11, & 18 

11:00am Community Worship and Shared Lunch 

7:00pm Evening Prayer 

 

Preschool Christmas Program  

& Visit from Jim the Baptist 
Sunday, December 15, 10:30am 

 

Sunday School Christmas Pageant 
Sunday, December 22, 10:30am 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Tuesday, December 24, 6:30pm* & 10:00pm 

Both services will be candlelit services and highlight special music 

*the 6:30pm service will include a special message for children. 

 

Lessons and Carols 
Sunday, December 29, 9:30 

ONE Service 

 

 

 

 
Nativity Scenes 

As we center our hearts on God’s son and remember the reason for the season, we invite you to bring 

any old Nativity Scenes you may have lying around to church.  We hope to surround ourselves with 

the Christmas story as Christ is born again in our hearts.  Write you name on your set and pick it up 

after the Christmas season, or leave it at church with our growing collection.   
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Sunday School Pumpkins 

greet worshippers on their 

way to church as our 

youth’s light shines from 

the inside out of them! 

Being a Christian is like being 

a pumpkin. God lifts you up, 

takes you in, and washes all 

the dirt off of you.  He opens 

you up, touches you deep in-

side and scoops out all the 

yucky stuff - including the 

seeds of doubt, hate, greed, 

etc.  Then he carves you a new 

smiling face and puts His light 

inside you to shine for all the 

world to see.   

A new crop of acolytes 

in the acolyte gradua-

tion robes! 
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Madeline Rose Cicero Baptism, September 22, 2013  

Our Preschoolers singing the Hippo 

Song! 

 

 

 

 

 

Some preschoolers getting messy 

with finger paint! 
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We recently added two more students to our roster and now have 17 students!  We 

continuing adjusting to the mixture of different personalities & are enjoying 

getting to know another group of parents. 

 

We have a visit from the Arcade Fire Department coming up and are looking 

forward to that. 

 

On November  20th we will host our 8th annual Stone Soup luncheon for families 

& friends of the preschool.  You are WELCOME to join us!  Please let us know if 

you are interested. 

 

We look forward to seeing you & performing for you at our Christmas program on 

December 15th during the 10:30am worship service. 

 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU...to EVERYONE who contributed to 

our basket raffle during the quilt show.  We raised enough money to send one child 

to preschool for one year! 

 

If you feel called to help the Preschool, but are unable to volunteer, consider 

making a donation to our financial assistance program.  We often have families 

who want to send their children to Hope, but who can’t quite make the $90 

monthly tuition payments ($810 for the year) .  We have always made it work for 

those families, but it often leaves us struggling financially.  If you choose to make a 

donation to this program, please place it in an envelope labeled “Preschool” and 

place it in the offering plate.  You can also drop donations off in the church office or 

mail them.  THANK YOU to those who have already given  so generously!  

Knowing that we will be  able to provide financial assistance to future families 

without hurting the school financially is a wonderful feeling. 

 

Blessings, 

Chris Kipfer, Director/ Teacher 
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Date November 3 November 10 November 17 November 24  

Acolyte 8am Damin & James  

 Rautenstruch 

Tyler Cockle 

Evan Frazier 

Trevor Bley 

Tyler Bley 

Emily Frazier 

Ashley Bliss  

10:30am Kara Boldt 

Payeton Burfield 

Cora Blackwell 

Kerianne Alpin 

Amanda Prior 

Evelyn Schrock 

Tomi Cordz,  

Cole Pleace  

Altar Guild Jim and Mary 

Alpin 

Carol Staffehl 

Margie Rung 

Carol Boldt 

Barb Sonner 

Sue Dressel,  

Judy Strobele  

HC Assistant 8am Paul Rigerman Joanne Offers Mike Sonner, Sr. Scott Bley 

10:30am Bob Vossler Mark Cordz Marcia Davies Mary Songster-Alpin  

Cong. Deacon 8am Margie Webster Gary Rung Margie Webster Joanne Offers 

10:30am Sheri Landahl Jerry Schuler Kathy Zielonka Bob Vossler  

Greeters (10:30) Chuck & Pam 

Bradford 

Gary and Margie 

Rung 

Mike and Pat 

Cady 

Louie and Barb 

Boyer  

Lector 8am Joanne Offers Kathryn Landahl Tim Sonner Mike Sonner, Sr.  

10:30am Jen Blackwell Carol Staffehl Sharlene Vossler Kathy Zielonka  

Prayers 8am Mike Sonner, Sr. Judy Strobele Kathryn Landahl Kim Offers  

10:30am Sharlene Vossler Ashley Bartz Carol Staffehl Gary Rung 

Ushers (10:30) Missy Pleace & Sue 

Dressel 

Scott Rimbey & Jim 

Alpin 

Al Boldt, Dale Deahn Carol Staffehl, Kathy LaScala  

Coffee Hour Chad & Kacie 

Woodruff 

Heather Petri Jeanne Schuler Margie Rung  

Nursery (10:30) Pam Bradford, 

Lauren Pleace 

Karen Prior,  

Tracy Bliss 

Jodie Buchhardt, 

Kathy LaScala 

Tricia Schrock,  

Katie Wood  

 December 1 December 8 December 15 December 22 December 29 

Acolyte 8am Madisen Sonner 

Anna Sonner 

Trevor Bley,  

Nick Petri 

James Rautenstrauch, 

Haley Celotto 
Christmas  

Pageant 
XXXX 

One Service 

9:30 

10:30am Kara Boldt 

Nick Rimbey 

Amanda Prior 

Alyssa Boldt 

Tomi Cordz  

Catherine Brown 

XXXX Emily Frazier 

Ashley Bliss 

Altar Guild Carol Staffehl 

Margie Rung 

Jim and Mary 

Alpin 

Sue Dressel 

Judy Strobele 

Barb Sonner 

Carol Boldt 

XXXX 

HC Assistant 8am Kathryn Landahl Mike Sonner, Sr Joanne Offers Kristin Bley XXXX 

10:30am Jen Blackwell Sheri Landahl Marcia Davies XXXX XXXX 

Cong. Deacon 8am Gary Rung Joanne Offers Margie Webster Joanne Offers Sheri 

10:30am Sheri Landahl Jerry Schuler Kathy Zielonka Bob Vossler Landahl 

Greeters (10:30) Bob and  

Sharlene Vossler 

Jim & Mary 

Alpin 

Al and Carol Boldt Judy Feine Gary and 

Margie Rung 

Lector 8am Kim Offers Kathryn Landahl Tim Sonner Mike Sonner, Sr.  

10:30am Judy Feine Mark Cordz Jerry Schuler XXXX  

Prayers 8am Margie Webster Kim Offers Mike Sonner, Sr. Judy Strobele Carol 

10:30am Al Boldt Sue Dressel Paul Rigerman XXXX Staffehl 

Ushers (10:30) 

 

Andy and Ashley 

Bartz 

Chuck Bradford 

Scott Rimbey 

Missy Pleace 

Sue Dressel 

Jim Alpin 

Al Boldt 

Kim Offers 

Mike Sonner,Sr  

Coffee Hour Kim Boldt Carol Boldt Pat Cady Mary Lou Merlau Jodie Buchhardt 

Nursery (10:30) TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD 
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2 East Main Street 

Arcade, New York  

14009-1335 

Address Service Requested 

This newsletter was prepared especially for: 

In everything there is hope. 


