
 

H OPE  L U THE RA N  C HUR CH ,   NY 

 From Pastor Shawn 

Although Carol and I have a strict no pet policy at our house at the 

moment, that shouldn’t suggest we do not share our house with other 

living things (and I’m not simply referring to our children). Carol is 

addicted to plants. Currently there are over 40 houseplants under our 

roof, and that number is always growing. The really funny part to me is 

that she likes plants so much she’s dedicated an entire photo album to 

them on her Facebook.   
 

Having that many plants, I’ve come to realize, is a dance. It involves 

almost as much tinkering day to day as a retiree and his lawn. There’s 

watering, of course, but there’s also rotating, trimming, & sweetly 

singing them to sleep (where’s my lullaby?!). But of all the things I’ve 

seen her do, the other day I caught her doing the last thing I’d expect. 

She took nearly a quarter of the plants out of their spots to the garage 

gardening station and proceeded to replant each into a different pot. 

Confused I asked her what was going on, and she nonchalantly 

responded, “No biggie. Just don’t want these little guys to get root 

bound.”  
 

Root bound. Apparently if a plant grows large enough in a contained pot 

the roots can run out of room to grow. Consequently, the plant’s growth 

isn’t simply stunted, but the plant begins to wilt and in some cases even 

starts to die.  
 

And nobody wants that. Not with our plants. Not with our lives. Not with 

our church.  
 

Last month after weeks of conversation, months of meetings and 

research, and years of carefully listening for God’s voice, our 

congregation made two historic votes. First, we voted to increase our 

staff. And second, we voted to build. In both cases we were 

acknowledging that we are dangerously close to being root bound. We 

have run out of space for the ministry God is calling us to, and I have run 

out of time (not an easy thing for me to admit). So before our growth is 

stunted, or worse our ministries begin to wilt, we are replanting 

ourselves in a structure and building that we believe will allow us to 

continue growing into the church God is calling us to be.   
 ...cont’d on page 4 
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We pray for all those who are struggling with drug and alcohol addictions and we 

also pray for the victims of all forms of abuse. We continue to keep our Servicemen 

and women who are serving at home and overseas in our prayers.  

 

 

 
 

Summer Worship Schedule 

8 & 9:30am 
(Sunday Mornings through September 4th) 
8am Traditional Music | 9:30am Contemporary Music  

We pray for:  
Matthew Nourse,  

Carmon Becker,  

Roger Day,   

Mary Maines,  

Sharlie Mullin,   

Hyland Day,  

Anita McCaffrey,    

Curt Emery,   

Laura Bley,   

Matthew McGuinness,  

Irene Gick,  

Irv Dell,  

Abbie Aldrich,   

Myrtle Rammacher,   

Barb Macholz,  

Eileen Deahn,    

Betty Olin,  

Chris Sanders,   

Pastor Bob Zimmerman,  

Dave,   

Marilyn Bley,   

Irene Eichinger,   

Shirley,  

Bricen Thall,  

Isabelle Wagner,  

Frank Ott,  

Gary Pirdy,  

Sam Roop,  

Carol Mosher,  

Ray Wienk, 

Joe Strobele, 

Rick Lipka,  

Gary Beiersdorf, 

Linda Vaughan 

& the families of  

Jesse Kochersberger 

& Eileen Deahn 

who recently passed away.     
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Thanks Be To God for you! 
May 2016 

Ed & Ellen McCarthy, for donating Darien Lake tickets for our youth group 

Chris Kipfer, in thanksgiving for her 10 years of faithful service to our preschool 

 

June 2016 

Adirondack Chair Crew: ALL who helped make the Adirondack Chairs especially 

these men and women who went above and beyond the call of duty: Scott Bley, 

Tim Sonner, Mike Cady, Paul & Bev Fehringer, Bob Buchhardt, & Len 

Dressel 

Brother’s Keeper, InC.: All those who participated in the work weekend at LCLC, and 

to Tri-County Tool Rental for the tools needed to accomplish our tasks. 
 

 

 

 

Financial Update—2016 2nd Quarter 
 

April 2016 Weekly Giving: $2,487 
April 2016 Weekly Giving: $2,690 

 

May 2016 Weekly Giving: $2,552 
May 2015 Weekly Giving: $2,821 

 

June 2016 Weekly Giving: $2,073 
June 2015 Weekly Giving: $2,137 

 

Operating expenses at Hope are based on $2,500/week in giving. Please remember Hope as we 

start another summer here in WNY, and, as always, thank you for your contribution to God’s 

work here at Hope and your expression of your own gratitude to God through your gift.  
 

  —Hope’s Finance and Stewardship Committees 

A Note About Summer Giving: 
As you can seem from our weekly giving, Hope’s 2016 is off to a healthy start through the 

first half of 2016. As is our pattern, however, beginning in June we see a slight dip 

in offering. With each week’s offering down $400-500 on average, that makes our 

monthly income short thousands of dollars throughout the summer months. We 

certainly recognize that summer comes with busy schedules, but simply ask those 

who can to please remember Hope. Our summer ministries are vibrant and alive, 

and we cannot thank you enough for your continued support in making them 

happen.  
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...Pastor Shawn cont’d 

 

It can be too easy as individuals and as churches to get stuck in patterns and settings that 

stifle our growth and limit our potential rather than free us to grow into the people God wants 

us to be. And it can be difficult to change from those patterns and settings, because in most 

cases those patterns and settings served us well for a long time. They were how we grew in the 

first place, so changing (or even thinking about changing) can prove difficult. But we must 

remember that the only reason we are saying goodbye to what gave us life, is to welcome what 

will give us life into the future.  

 

I left the meeting a few weeks ago proud of our congregation, and you must believe me when I 

say no one is more keenly aware of the cost or consequences of our decision than I am. But I am 

proud because I remain equally aware of the cost of keeping everything the same—both for 

Hope’s pastors and for our congregation. We’d be root bound, because God is not done adding to 

our life together, but we have run out of room and time. 

 

As we grow into this new vision of Hope Lutheran Church, please allow me to solicit your 

prayers. I need them. Chris and the rest of our staff needs them. Our council and committees 

need them. And we are sending them back to God for you. And at last, let me leave you with 

this reminder from the Apostle Paul. Paul once told the church in Corinth, “I planted, Apollos 

watered, but God gave the growth.” (1 Cor. 3:6). God gives the growth, but we participate. May 

we always have ears to hear where God is calling us to go, eyes to see the way, 

and, most importantly, courage to follow.  
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A Future With Hope—UPDATE 
 

On Sunday, June 26 a congregational meeting was held immediately 

following worship. Pastor Hannon opened the meeting in prayer and 

Council President Bob Vossler introduced the motions. Mr. Vossler re-

minded those present that while this may be a first for many of us as 

individuals, this was not the first time our congregation has gathered 

to discern the future of Hope. Each motion was introduced, followed by 

a period of questions and answers before calling the vote. Each motion 

passed.  
 

Motion #1: Parking Lot  

(Unanimous Approval) 

 

Motion to fundraise and spend $39,000 plus incidental costs up to an additional $10,000 all outside 

the regular operating budget on a capital improvement to our parking lot that includes widening our 

west entrance, adding 10’ along the west edge of the lot, and top coating the entire surface.  

 

Motion #2: Expanding Chris LiPuma’s Role and Responsibility  

(Unanimous Approval, 1 Abstention) 

 

Motion to expand Chris LiPuma’s current position to a ¾ time salaried position at $22,000/year with a 

one year contract beginning in September 2016 and ending in August 2017 with the option to renew. 

Chris’ responsibilities will include planning and overseeing all ministries related to congregational 

life as well as assisting Pastor Shawn with our pastoral ministry.  

 

Motion #3: A Future With Hope  

(Unanimous Approval, 3 Abstentions) 

 

Motion to begin the process of planning and fundraising for a 10,384 square foot addition to the east 

of our existing social hall. The new building will serve as a Community Center, and include space to 

run and play, gather and eat, learn and grow, reach out to our neighbors in need, and more. A capital 

campaign will begin in September 2016 with a goal of raising $350,000 internally and asking our com-

munity and grant sources/foundations/businesses to help us achieve our fundraising goal of 

$1,100,000. If a difference must be made up via a loan, another congregational vote will be called.  

 

Naturally, each motion will require our congregation to get to work to 

make them a reality. A financial committee is beginning the process of 

planning the campaign for the new building. Our building and grounds 

committee is finalizing the details for the parking lot. And Chris is be-

ginning to plan his transition into his new responsibilities here at 

Hope.  We hope to keep the conversation open to the Holy Spirit and 

the process as transparent as possible. Please let either Pastor or Mr. 

Vossler know if you have any questions or comments.  
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Some snapshots of the action at LCLC: 
 

Emily and Kaitie begin their Leaders in 

Training Program with Arin 
 

Anna, Amanda, and Mitchell play in the 

mud 

Cole does a service project as a Recruit in 

Advanced Training for Service (RATS) 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
The next Blood Drives will be Tuesdays, July 19 & September 20 from 11:30-

5:30pm.  Please drop by to donate or to volunteer! 

   

Care Givers Support Group 
Care Givers Support Group will meet on the last Thursday of the month at 

6:30pm. We gather to care for those who care for others, to listen, and to share 

both our experience and our support.  

 

Committee Coffee House 
The next Committee Coffee House will take place on Wednesday, September 7 @ 

6:30pm. Though we will not meet as a group during the summer, committees who 

need to meet are encouraged to do so at a suitable time.  

 

Archery 
The Archery Crew is back at it on Tuesday Nights here at Hope starting at 

6:30pm. Bring your own equipment or borrow from our stash. No experience is 

necessary. Pam Bradford (716-353-1987) is maintaining an email list to keep 

people informed of special events, rain delays, and more. Please contact her to 

get on the list.  

Announcements 
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From Mr. Chris 

Youth Director 
 

This morning as I awoke to my alarm clock blasting off in my ear I did my usual routine, . I 

rolled over, struggled to find my phone and in a sleep fog started to scroll through Facebook 

and every other social media I am a part of.  The benefit of going to bed early is you feel fan-

tastic in the morning, but as I saw the posts of many of my friends it became clear that I had 

missed something huge.  Everyone kept posting about the horror that has happened this 

past week with the deaths of two African American men at the hands of the police seeming 

to all come to head with the police that were attacked in Dallas this morning.  I tried to 

catch up the best I could, mind you I was still half asleep at this point, my mind trying to 

comprehend all of this senseless loss of life.  I tried to find a news story of the events but re-

alized my friends statuses were all the information I needed.  It seems that anything that 

happens in the news today I have friends who are experts in police brutality, second amend-

ment rights, tranquilizer darts and gorillas and alligators in Disney.  It seems we have be-

come just a reactionary society.  It may just be me but it seems that our 24 hour news cover-

age and social media has become the only things we talk about.  Instead of enjoying being 

with family and friends on the 4th of July, I’m having a debate on guns, gorillas and alliga-

tors.  A time where I am supposed to just enjoy has turned into a time I can prove my 

point.  Is that what life has become for me? An endless debate about the latest news stories 

in the media?   
 

As I read my newsfeed this morning I scrolled through posts about how the police were in 

the right and how the police were in the wrong.  I read posts about how are country is falling 

apart and how we are doomed.  But as I kept scrolling posts about love and hope started to 

pop up.  People sharing Martin Luther Kings quote about light getting rid of dark-

ness.  Debates about all the other stuff was starting to disappear and love and hope posts 

were taking over.  On a side note Pastor Shawn, Paul and I went to a concert the other night 

in Canandaigua.  The music was fantastic and we had an amazing time.  But as I sat in the 

crowd of thousands I kept having this same thought.  People just want to be loved and mat-

ter.  As we sang and danced the night away there was no thoughts of death and violence, not 

what the latest story on the news was.  We were just surrounded by love and happiness.  It 

made me think that this country is not doomed, were not falling apart.  I think for the most 

part there is a ton of good going on and that night I felt that. 
 

Pastor Shawn preached that the only way to drive out the darkness is with Jesus and he's 

right.  Love is the only thing that can conquer the ending debates and "problems" we seem to 

be facing.  But how?  Its easy to post about love but are we acting in that love?  WE come to 

church each Sunday to hear the word but are we acting on it?  I look at myself, how great it 

is to be a part of a loving community such as Hope but am I spreading that love?  Are we do-

ing all that we can? I think we can do more, whether its just a smile to a stranger, a phone 

call to a relative you haven't spoken with, or just putting down our phones and having a con-

versation with each other.  Lets not focus on how things are feeling messed up.  Lets put that 

thought and energy into action, lets act on love, act on Jesus.   

"Love thy neighbor as thyself, there is no commandment greater than these" —Mark 12:31 
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Confirmation 
Confirmation classes for the 2016-2017 School Year will begin on Wednesday, September 14 

with orientation. All 7th graders and their parents are encouraged to attend with returning con-

firmands in grades 8 & 9. We will meet at 7pm in the sanctuary.  

 

 

Vacation Bible School 
 

Monday, August 8-Thursday, August 11 

5:30-8:00pm 

 

VBS will kick off here at Hope from Monday, August 8-

Thrusday August 11 from 5:30-8pm each night. We will 

gather for games, art projects, Bible stories, and songs. 

Each night will include a snack.  Children 2 years old to 

6th grade are encouraged to attend, and youth in grades 

7th and up are encouraged to volunteer. We are always 

in need of adult volunteers and monetary donations to 

offset the cost of the programming. Please watch the 

weekly bulletin for more ways to specifically help.  

As we approach mid-summer (hard to believe, but we’re getting there!), our classroom is quickly filling!  

We currently have 14 enrolled students for the upcoming school year.  If you know someone who’s been 

thinking about sending their child to Hope Preschool in September, remind them to send in their appli-

cation.  We don’t want anyone to miss out on a great opportunity for their child’s first school experience! 

As always, please consider making a donation to our financial assistance program.  Your donations tru-

ly make a difference in assisting children come to Hope at a discount, while not burdening the preschool 

financially.  Donations can be placed in the offering plate clearly marked for the preschool financial pro-

gram. Thank you! 

I would like to sincerely thank the people of Hope for allowing me to serve as the preschool’s director 

the past 10 years!  It has been an amazing learning experience that I will treasure always.  Thank you 

for your continued support not only of me as the director, but also in all that we do 

to raise funds for bettering the program.      —Chris Kipfer 
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Darien Lake—Tuesday, August 16 
Thanks to a generous donation by Mr. & Mrs. McCarthy, Hope’s youth group is headed to 

Darien Lake on Tuesday, August 16. Stay tuned for details about driving to and from the 

park. Admission to the park will be covered for all youth, but each youth is responsible for 

purchasing/packing any food they may need throughout the day. This is for all of our youth.  

Youth in grades 5 and under are encouraged to work out parental supervision at a recom-

mended ratio of 1 adult for every 4 children. Pastor Shawn and Mr. Chris will arrange su-

pervision for youth in grades 6-12. Parents who would like to attend are welcome to do so at 

a nominal cost. Please contact Chris (716-697-0672) soon to reserve your place for this awe-

some trip! 

 

Hope is headed to LCLC!  
With LCLC’s summer programming already 1/3 of the way through, Hope has already made 

it’s mark on the camp with 14 campers to date and many more to come! If you would like to 

send mail to our campers at LCLC you may do so by sending packages to: 

Hope Lutheran Church 

c/o LCLC 

5013 Route 430 

Bemus Point, NY 14712 

Our middle and elementary youth are headed down again from July 17-23 & July 31-

August 5. Our senior high campers are heading down from July 24-30. Please join us in sur-

rounding them with our prayers that they might have fun, experience God, and leave with a 

better sense of who they are as loved children of God.  
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A Future With Hope—Phase 1—New Driveway & Parking Lot 
This summer Hope plans to pave our parking lot and change our driveway. The cost to widen 

the driveway while adding 10’ to our parking lot is $39,000. We hope to take advantage of low 

petroleum prices and do the parking lot this year. We also hope to avoid borrowing money 

from a bank or ourselves to do so. Please consider making a donation to this project. This is an 

investment in our worshiping life together both now and into the future. We are currently just 

over half way to our goal. 
 

Feeding 5,000 
Jesus did it on a hillside once. Now we hear Jesus’ call to feed 5,000 at VBS. As we did last 

year, Hope is going to package 5,000 meals for local pantries. Each meal costs only $0.25. Mere 

change. And we hope you can help us Make Change Count! Please drop your spare change off 

in the church narthex now through VBS in August. The meal packaging will cost $1,250 total.  
 

Seminary Scholarships 
Hope prides itself on being a place where people not only feel called to ministry, but are given 

the opportunity to try ministry on while they discern. But our support does not stop there. 

Hope is committed to providing $500/year scholarships to each of our seminarians and former 

interns. The 2016-2017 seminarians include: Adam Reinhardt, Jim Vitale, Eric Madsen, 

& Arin Lizska. If you would like to contribute directly to this fund please make a donation to 

Hope with “Seminary Scholarships” identified in the memo line or on the envelope. And on 

behalf of each of these seminarians and the churches they will serve, Thank You! 
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Date: Sunday, August 21, 2016 

Time: Shotgun Start @ 11:30am 

Course: Turkey Run Golf Course, Bixby Hill Rd 

Format: 18-hole, 4-man scramble 

Cost: $75/player | $300/team 

Includes green fees, carts, lunch,  

drinks on the course, dinner, and prizes 

First 18 teams to register are in. 

 
 

Check out our sponsorship opportunities in the Hope Fore the 

Future Golf Tournament Brochure at the shelf in the social 

hall, and please consider making the invitation to any local 

businesses you feel might be inclined to get behind our event.  
 

 

REGISTRATION:  

Golfers Names:  1. ________________________ 

2.________________________ 

3.________________________ 

4. ________________________ 

Preferred Payment: ☐ Check/Cash Enclosed  ☐ Paypal/Credit 

☐ Pay at the Tournament 

Main Contact Phone: _________________________________ 
  

Main Contact Email: _________________________________ 
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A look at the Men’s Service Retreat: 
 

Scott and Scott show off the new ramp. 

 

Len surveys the scene as half the roof is 

stripped and ready for shingles. 

 

Tyler, Chris, and Cole strut their stuff af-

ter finishing the roofing project. 
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Some shots from this year’s High School Baccalaureate. 

Pastor Shawn coordinated the event. This year’s theme was: My Story. 

The chefs at this year’s chicken BBQ 

did an awesome job! 

End of school year celebration youth group in June! 
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July Birthdays August Birthdays Anniversaries 
1—Trevor Bley 2—Damin Rautenstrauch July 

1—Melissa Rhodus 3—Gerald Nowak 3—Mary & Jim Alpin 

1—Sharlene Vossler 8—Mary Lou Merlau 10—Pam & Chuck Bradford 

2—Madeline Cicero 9—Lydia Nowak 13—Kathy & Marv Zielonka 

2—Kate King 9—Olivia Sisson 16—Debbie & David Carr 

3—Barb Boyer 11—Jordan Fehringer 20—Caroline & Lloyd Neamon 

3—Grace Tavernier 12—Patricia Lindberg 20—Sue & Len Dressel 

6—Jeanne Schuler 12—Lauren Schwab 20—Tracy & Scott Stiles 

7—Lisa Deahn 13—Rachel Kittleson 25—Diana & Pat Hoffman 

7—Dana Gates 15—Julie Tingue 31—Heather & Dan Petri 

8—Sandra Bennett 16—Sophia Cordz  

Chuck Bradford 18—Andrew Bartz August 

9—Ashlee King 19—Scott Bley 6—Stephanie & Joe Cicero 

9—Tyler Sanders 21—Tyler Bley 8—Carol & Al Boldt 

11—Kailyn Rigerman 21—Ryanne Hoffman 16—Stephanie & Geoffrey Milks 

20—Louis Boyer 22—Kristin Bley 18—Lisa & Dale Deahn 

22—Geoffrey Gross 22—John Holmes 19—Mary & Iv Dell 

23—Kenneth Babbitt 25—Judith Strobele 21—Melissa & Lee Rhodus 

23—Dale Deahn 27—Liam Maul 22—Barb & Louie Boyer 

23—Pam Osgood Pamela Bradford 26—Sharlene & Bob Vossler 

23—Jerry Schuler 29—Bob Buchhardt 28—Tiffany & Scott Lambert 

24—Cole Rhodus  30—Barb & Robert Phair 

25—Evelyn Schrock   

29—Megan Boldt 
Welcome HADLEIGH ACKERMAN to proud parents 

Alesia (Tillow) & Andy Ackerman on July 5  30—Addison Woodruff 
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2 East Main Street 

Arcade, New York  

14009-1335 

Address Service Requested 

This newsletter was prepared especially for: 

In everything there is hope. 


